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Time 
in 

weeks 

Unit Title 
and general 
objectives 

Unit features incorporating fields of 
study and resources 

Example learning experiences 
including affective 

Example assessment tasks 

 
10 

 
Unit Title:   
Activist Protagonist  
 
General Objectives: 

• Forming 
• Presenting  
• Responding 

 
Fields of Study | 
Focus on the conventions of eco-theatre 
 
Research and apply environmentally 
sustainable approaches to making 
performance 
 
Train in acting styles that value human 
energy over elaborate designs, special 
effects & mass entertainment i.e. poor 
theatre, epic theatre 
 
Investigate oppressions in Australia and 
the world through the study of Boal’s 
theatre of the oppressed  
 
Exploration of art activism and how 
dramatic action can create dramatic 
meaning that stimulates change 
 
Find links in stage design between Poor 
theatre, Epic theatre, Guerilla theatre 
 
Deep learning and critical thinking about 
contemporary 
socio/cultural/environmental 
emergencies 
 
Drawing connections between heritage 
and contemporary perspectives to create 
contemporary works 

 
Workshops 

; On ecotheatre conventions 
; to develop skills in voice 

and movement specific to 
the styles 
 

Sustainable Theatre research & 
Brainstorm sessions 
  
Theatre of the oppressed activities: 

; Forum Theatre sessions 
; Image theatre 

 
Case studies of sustainable /eco 
theatre companies 
 
Student run design conference on 
minimalist stage designs 
 
Process dramas, for example: 

; the boat drama 
; the border drama 
; the good woman of Setzuan 

drama 
(process dramas by Offset Art – contact us 
for copies) 
 
Developing a production 
proposal/dramaturgical folio in the 
form of a festival application.  
 
Collaborative rehearsal period. 

 
Forming:  Students design a piece of 
ecotheatre about a current environmental 
or social justice concern that meets the 
specific requirements of an ecotheatre 
festival and present the concept in the 
form of a festival application. 
Individual, written 
Yr. 11 – 800-1000 words 
Yr. 12 – 1000-1200 words 
 
And/or 
 
Presenting:  In small groups, students 
rehearse and perform a piece of ecotheatre 
in a mini festival setting, employing the 
conventions of the style and adopting the 
acting styles (from epic and poor theatre) 
studied in class.  
Group, practical 
Yr. 11 – mins 
Yr. 12 – mins 
 
And/or 
 
Responding:  After viewing a piece of 
live theatre, students comment on how 
dramatic action managed to create 
dramatic meaning about a current 
environmental or social justice concern.  
Students should also identify the ways in 
which the performance adopted 
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Develop rehearsal skills  
 
Resources | 

; Newspaper clippings 
; News bulletins 
; Technology (CD/MP3 player, 

projector, laptop computer, 
video camera, digital camera) 

; Access to the internet and 
library resources 

; Games for actors and non-
actors, Boal 

; Towards a poor theatre, 
Grotowski 

; Ecotheatre & sustainable theatre 
information by Offset Art (in 
development) 

 
  

 
Showcase of performances for a 
public audience at a mini eco-art 
festival 
 
Affective | 
 

environmentally sustainable practices and 
suggest ways to make the performance 
more sustainable.   
Individual, written or oral 
Yr. 11 – 800-1000 words 
Yr. 12 – 1000-1200 words 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



!"#$%$&#'()*#+,*-$&#'.+&'/0&$,-0/'*-12'+&'+',3$/0'*)')*3,4'#0561+#0'7'610+&0'5+80'+/93&#50-#&'#*'#40'3-$#'#*'&3$#'#40'3-$:30'&*"$*;"31#3)+1'"*-#0<#'*='2*3)'&"4**1'"*553-$#2>'
(10+&0'"*-&$/0)'#40'0-%$)*-50-#'?0=*)0'6)$-#$-,'#4$&'/*"350-#>''@='6)$-#$-,A'&0#'2*3)'$-8'#*'/)+=#A'3&0')0"2"10/'6+60)'+-/'6)$-#'*-'?*#4'&$/0&>'
'
'

K'

T e r m   g r i d 
Week Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 

1  
World Gallery  
News paper drama 
 
 

 
Debrief of world gallery 
Introduction to Applied theatre 
Image theatre 
  

 
Introduction to forum theatre using pre-
made antimodel 

2  
Exploration of world issue no. 1 through process 
drama.  I.e. the asylum seeker issue, the boat drama 
 
 

 
Creation of anti-model for forum theatre 

 
Forum  

3  
Exploration of world issue no. 2 i.e. climate change 
through Invisible/legislative theatre pieces about 
climate change. 

 
Eco-theatre conventions workshop 1, create: 
ACTIVSIM STUNTS ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

Environmentally Friendly choices in 
theatre brainstorm & research.  Find 
negative impacts the theatre has on the 
environement. 
See sustainable theatre handout. 
 

4  
Library lesson.  
Case studies of sustainable theatre companies: 

; Kilter 
; Shotgun Players in Berkeley, Calif.  (first 

U.S. theatre to rely 100 percent on solar 
power. 

; Offset Art 
 

 
Eco theatre conventions Workshop 2 

 
Grotowski Actor training  

5 Hand out assessment 1.  Task briefing. 
 

Design Conference  
Brecht, Grotowski, Guerilla  
And how it is eco-friendly 

Model the assessment task – part A 
As a class, make a piece performance 
about a current global affair which has a 
low negative environmental impact, 
incorporates eco theatre conventions and 
Grotowski’s actor techniques. 

6  
 
Model the assessment task part B 

Grotowski actor training intensive 2 Own time on assessment 1.   
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Writing the application. 
 

7 Assessment 1 due.  
 
 

Assessment 2 Task briefing. 
Hand out task sheet. 

Concept pitch 

8  
Rehearsal period with revision sessions, work-in-progress showings, feedback, consultancy time, 
 

9  
Rehearsal period with revision sessions, work-in-progress showings, feedback, consultancy time, 
 

10  
Assess group presenting tasks 

showcase 
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Student Name  Task Number  
 

Unit  a c t I  v I  s  t    p  r o t a g o n I  s  t  Class  
 

Unit Focus Ecotheatre, sustainable theatre, applied theatre Teacher  
 

Objective Forming Due Date  
 

Context Production proposal for festival application 
 

Teacher’s 
Signature 

 

Conditions Individual, Visual text with written support  Weighting   
 

'

(3456''C0&$,-'+'6$0"0'*='0"*#40+#)0'#4+#')0&6*-/&'#*'#40'=*11*.$-,'=0&#$%+1'+661$"+#$*-'"+11*3#D''

WANTED :   Per fo rmances fo r  Eco-art  fest iva l !  
 
Eco-art festival is looking for volunteers to perform or facilitate performance based community projects based on current 
environmental or social justice concerns. 
 
Performances must be environmentally sustainable. 
 
The festival can provide $100 to cover the cost of your project, and will donate $100 to a charity, aid agency or human rights 
group of your choice. 
 
Include in your application: 

; The title of your piece and a one line summary of the performance/project 
; Answers to the following questions: 

1. What is your performance/ performance project about and why is this topic important? 
2. Describe the dramatic action of your performance / performance project and how you plan to use the conventions 

of eco-theatre to engage the community  
; Sketches of any design elements or performance sites i.e. set, costumes, props and/or specific sites with captions that 

outline how the design choices are environmentally friendly and how they contribute to the dramatic meaning of your 
performance / performance project (keep in mind your budget!) 

; A promotional image for your performance/project 
; Note the charity / aid agency / human rights group you would like the festival to donate to.   
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Student Name  Task Number  
 

Unit  a c t I  v I  s  t    p  r  o t a g o n I  s  t  Class  
 

Unit Focus Ecotheatre, sustainable theatre, applied theatre Teacher  
 

Objective Group Devised Presenting Due Date  
 

Context Ecotheatre performance at mini-festival, street 
theatre 
 

Teacher’s 
Signature 

 

Conditions Group Devised, Presenting piece with support 
documentation  

Weighting   
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Student Name  Task Number  
 

Unit  a c t I  v I  s  t    p  r o t a g o n I  s  t  Class  
 

Unit Focus Ecotheatre, sustainable theatre, applied theatre Teacher  
 

Objective Responding Due Date  
 

Context Production proposal for festival application 
 

Teacher’s 
Signature 

 

Conditions Individual, Visual text with written support  Weighting   
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a p p e n d I c e s 
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Sets 

• Design smart—design for the elements you need 
• Design for disassembly (less glue, more screws) 
• Reuse sets—plan season around the set, or plan future stagings of the work  
• Stop using foam 

 
Costumes 

• More renting and thrift- shopping for costumes. 
• Make mock-ups from thrift-shop sheets rather than new calico. 
• Use sustainable fabrics such as hemp, bamboo, organic cotton, wool. 
• Less or no bleaching fabrics 
• Less or no hair dye. 
• Buy only non-toxic makeup. 
• Use only pump hairsprays. 
• Dry clean less.   
'
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STRATEGIES AND CHALLENGES OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT  
In contrast, collaborative learning and social learning are strategies for engaging  
a small group of stakeholders and experts to work together through a complicated  
issue by exploring options, collecting data and learning about potential solutions  
(Daniels and Walker 2001; Keen, Brown and Dyball 2005; Sirianni and Friedland  
2001). These strategies recognise that joint ownership of decisions creates collective  
responsibility for future directions (Andrews, Stevens and Wise 2002; Wondolleck  
and Yaffee 2000).  
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